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• INTRODUCTION •

T

he following pages are intended to provide a quick-reference guide to more than 300 ships, planes, people,
and units involved in the Japanese attack of Oahu and Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941. Due to limitations in the scope
of the volume, not every unit involved on that historic day is
represented. However, it is hoped that this book will be a useful reference guide to some of the major aspects of the attack.
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USS Arizona burning with her superstructure leaning over the
shattered forward hull after being torn open by the explosion of
the forward magazine.
(U.S. Navy History and Heritage Command photo)
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“a date which will live in infamy”

The phrase “a date which will live in infamy” is the amost famous phrase from the seven-minute “Infamy Speech,” a speech
delivered by President Franklin D. Roosevelt to a Joint Session
of Congress on December 8, 1941. The speech described the
Japanese attack on U.S. forces at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. It was
broadcast live by radio and attracted the largest audience in
U.S. radio history with more than 81% of American households listening to it. The famous phrase is often misquoted as
“a day” rather than “a date,” however, Roosevelt intentionally chose the word “date” wanting to emphasize December 7,
1941 rather the day of the attack which was a Sunday.

Abukuma

The Japanese Nagara-class light cruiser Abukuma was named
after the Abukuma River and commissioned in May 1925.
It served as the flagship of Rear Admiral Omori’s Destroyer
Squadron 1 consisting of Shiranui, Arare, Kagerō, Kasumi,
Tanikaze, Hamakze, Isokaze, and Urakze. It was sunk in
October 1944 during the Battle of Suriago Strait.
5
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Aichi D3A/3A1 Type 99

The Aichi D3A/3A1 Type 99 aircraft (abbreviated “kanbaku”),
was code named by Allied intelligence as “Val.” It was the primary dive bomber of the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) and
sank more Allied warship tonnage than any other Axis aircraft
in the war. It was a carrier-borne, single engine-dive bomber
with 1 250-kg (551-lb) bomb under the fuselage and 1 60kg (132-lb) bomb under each wing. Speed of 242 mph (389
kph), range of 915 miles (1473 km), service ceiling of 30,500
ft (9,300 m) and a crew of two (pilot and gunner). The priority
of their ship targets during the attack was U.S. aircraft carriers if they were in port and cruisers. Fifty-one participated in
the First Wave and 78 in the Second Wave Some sources say
there were 54 and 81 but discrepancy may come from the fact
that 1 from Kaga was unable to take off and 2 were forced to
return with engine trouble. First wave targets included aircraft at Wheeler Field, Hickam Field, and the seaplane base
at Ford Island. Second Wave targets were ships including
Pennsylvania and Nevada. A total of 15 were lost.

Aichi E131A Type 0

The Aichi E131A Type 0 aircraft was code named by Allied
intelligence as “Jake,” was a long-range reconnaissance floatplane. It served as a weather and scout plane during the attack.

Aiea Bay

See Pearl Harbor.

• THE L AMPION GLOSSARY OF PE ARL H ARBOR • 7

“Air raid Pearl Harbor. This is no drill.”

This was a phrase used in a naval message ordered sent at
0758 to “all ships present at Hawaiin [sic] area” by Lieutenant
Commander Logan C. Ramsay, USN the Operations Officer
of Patrol Wing Two after watching a low-flying Japanese
plane drop a bomb on Ford Island. In his testimony before a
Joint Committee of Congress investigating the attack he stated that after seeing a bomb detonate: “I dashed across the hall
into the radio room, ordered a broadcast in plain English on
all frequencies, ‘Air Raid, Pearl Harbor. This is no drill.’ The
detonation of the bomb dropped by that first plane was my
first positive knowledge of an enemy attack.”

Aircraft carriers (Japanese)

There were 6 carriers that participated in the attack (Akagi,
Kaga, Hiryū, Shōkaku, Sōryū, Zuikaku).

Aircraft carriers (United States)

On the day of the attack, the U.S. had 7 carriers (Enterprise,
Hornet, Lexington, Ranger, Saratoga, Wasp, and Yorktown) and
1 aircraft escort vessel (Long Island) in commission. Three of
these (Enterprise, Lexington, and Saratoga) were assigned to
the Pacific Fleet but none of them were in port at the time of
the attack.

Akagi

The Japanese aircraft carrier Akagi (“Red Castle”) was initially
laid down as an Amagi-class battlecruiser but was converted
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to an aircraft carrier while under construction to comply with
terms of the Washington Naval Treaty (1922). It was named
after Mount Akagi and commissioned in 1927 with a refit
from 1935-1938. Akagi had a length of 857 ft. It was 1 of 6
Japanese carriers that participated in the attack (Akagi, Kaga,
Hiryū, Shōkaku, Sōryū, Zuikaku). It carried 21 Mitsubishi A6M
“Zero,” 18 Aichi D3A “Val,” and 27 Nakajima B5N “Kate” aircraft and launched them from 230 nautical miles from Pearl
Harbor. One of its First Wave Zeros was shot down. Akagi
was commanded by Captain Kiichi Hasegawa and was Vice
Admiral Nagumo’s flagship for the striking force attacking
Pearl Harbor. Akagi was damaged by U.S. aircraft during the
Battle of Midway, scuttled, and sunk on June 5, 1942.

Akebono

The Akebono was the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) destroyer
that sailed with the Pearl Harbor Strike Force but was assigned to bombard Midway Island. It was sunk by aircraft
from Task Force 38 in Manila Bay on November 13, 1944.

Akigumo

Akigumo (“Autumn Clouds”), was a Japanese Kagerō-class destroyer commissioned in September 1941. It served as part of
the Scouting Group of Rear Admiral Omori that accompanied Vice Admiral Nagumo’s Strike Force. Later in the war it
was torpedoed and sunk in April 1944 by the submarine USS
Redfin 30 miles southeast of Zamboana.
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Allen (DD-66)

The destroyer USS Allen was moored in the East Loch to Chew,
Solace nearby to port, berth X-5, undamaged by the attack. The
Sampson-class destroyer was originally commissioned in 1917
and served on escort duty and U-boat patrols during the First
World War. In 1928 it returned to the Reserve Fleet and was
berthed in Philadelphia, remaining there until being re-commissioned in 1940 and eventually joining the Pacific Fleet as
a unit of Destroyer Division 80 and moving with the fleet
from the west coast of the U.S. to Pearl Harbor. After the attack Allen served on patrol and escort duty near the Hawaiian
Islands and made routine round-trips to the west coast of the
U.S. throughout the war.

Antares (AKS-3)

The stores issue ship USS Antares, operating at the harbor
entrance was undamaged and docked at Honolulu at 1146.
The first of its class, Antares was commissioned in February
1922. Originally classified as a “miscellaneous auxillary” ship,
Antares was reclassified in 1940 as a “general stores issue” ship.
On the morning of the attack Antares was returning from a
trip to Canton Island (halfway between Hawaii and Fiji) with
a barge in tow and expecting to transfer it to a tug before
proceeding into Pearl Harbor. Antares sighted a suspicious
object 1500 yards from its starboard quarter and it reported it
the destroyer Ward that was patrolling nearby. Ward sank the
target, a Japanese Ko-hyoteki-class two-man midget submarine in what were the first American shots of the war. Antares
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reported being strafed by enemy planes at 0800. The ship
zigzagged in restricted waters beyond the entrance to Pearl
Harbor until granted permission at 1054 to enter Honolulu
harbor and berth at 5-A.

Arare

The Japanese Asashio-class destroyer Atare (“Hailstone”) was
commissioned in April 1939. Arare served as part of Vice
Admiral Nagumo’s Carrier Strike Force accompanying it and
guarding the fleet tankers. Arare was sunk in July 1942 by
a torpedo from the submarine USS Growler 7 miles east of
Kiska Harbor, Alaska.

Argonne (AG-31)

The miscellaneous auxiliary ship USS Argonne was flagship for
Rear Admiral William L. Calhoun, Commander, Base Force,
Pacific Fleet. It was berthed in the first repair slip at the north
end of 1010 dock, with the minesweeper Tern alongside. In response to the attack, Argonne commenced fire from its antiaircraft battery of 3-inch guns and .50-caliber machine guns at
0758 and claimed shooting down one enemy plane as it flew over
1010 dock toward Ford Island. On the evening of December 7,
one sailor was wounded and one killed by a .50-calber bullet
fired from the direction of Ford Island where six aircraft from
the Enterprise were attempting to land at the Naval Air Station
and were mistaken for Japanese aircraft. Argonne left Pearl
Harbor in April 1942 and served in the western Pacific for the
remainder of the war. Argonne was originally assigned to the
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U.S. Army Transport Service in early 1921 and subsequently
commissioned by the U.S. Navy later in the year.

Arizona (BB-39)

The battleship USS Arizona was moored in mooring quays
F-7 of Battleship Row forward of the Nevada and aft of the
Tennessee. It was sunk and was a total loss. Alongside Arizona
as of December 6, was the repair ship Vestal that was assisting with minor repairs. Arizona was a Pennsylvania-class
battleship commissioned in October 1916. On December
7, the ship’s air raid alarm sounded about 0755 sending the
crew to general quarters shortly thereafter. Shortly after 0800
during the First Wave attack, 10 “Kate” torpedo bombers (5
from Kaga and 5 from Hiryu) attacked the ship from about
9,800 feet with 16.1-inch naval armor-piercing shells that had
been modified and reshaped into 1757-lb aerial bombs. Kaga’s
aircraft bombed the battleship from amidships to stern and
Hiryu’s hit forward and the bow. There were 4 hits and 3 near
misses with one of the misses causing observers to think a
torpedo had hit the ship though no evidence has been found
of such. The last bomb hit the ship at 0806 near Turret #2
on the starboard side igniting a fire and detonating the small
black powder magazine between Turret #1 and #2 used for
the catapults and about 7 seconds later the forward magazine
with 500 tons of explosives in the powder magazine exploded destroying the forward part of the ship raining debris on
Ford Island and creating intense fires that burned for 2 days.
The explosion killed 1,177 of the 1,512 officers, sailors, and

12 • THE L AMPION GLOSSARY OF PE ARL H ARBOR •

Marines on board at the time comprising more than half of
the lives lost during the attack and the ship sank in 9 minutes. The ship’s Commanding Officer, Captain Franklin Van
Valkenburg posthumously received the Medal of Honor for
his efforts to fight for the ship. Arizona was placed “in ordinary” at Pearl Harbor on December 29, 1941, was struck from
the Naval Vessel Register on December 1, 1942. Her wreck
was cut down so that very little of the superstructure lay above
water. The Arizona had 1.4 million gallons of fuel onboard
when it sank, and about half a million gallons remain. About
a quart and a half rises to the surface each day. Pearl Harbor
survivors call the seepage “black tears.”

Astoria (CL/CA-34)

The New Orleans-class heavy cruiser USS Astoria was en route
to Midway Island 700 miles west of Hawaii with Task Force
12 with Lexington, Chicago, Portland, and 5 destroyers. After
the attack Astoria searched for enemy ships and returned to
Pearl Harbor on December 13. Originally commissioned in
1934 as the first in a class of cruisers but received a hull number higher than New Orleans due to being launched second in
December 1933 and commissioned in April 1934. Astoria participated in the Battle of the Coral Sea and was sunk during
the Battle of Savo Island, August 1942.

Avocet (AVP-4)

The USS Avocet was a seaplane tender moored at berth F-1,
Naval Air Station Dock. It was undamaged in the attack.
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Originally commissioned in 1918 as a Lapwing-class minesweeper, Avocet was recommissioned as a small seaplane tender in 1925. On December 7, security watches aboard Avocet
reported seeing Japanese planes bombing seaplane hangars
on Ford Island and sounded general quarters. A shot from
Avocet’s 3-inch gun scored a direct hit on a Nakajima B5N2
“Kate” carrier attack bomber from the Japanese carrier Kaga.
The bomber had just scored a torpedo hit on the battleship
California. After being hit by fire from Avocet, the “Kate”
crashed on the grounds of the naval hospital. At 1115 Avocet
helped fight fires on the California and then was ordered to assist in the beaching and fighting fires of the battleship Nevada,
doing so for two hours before successfully extinguishing them.

Aylwin (DD-355)

The destroyer USS Aylwin was berthed at buoy X-18 with
Dale to port, followed by Farragut and Monagaham, and received minor damage to its propeller. The Farragut-class destroyer was commissioned in March 1935. At the time of
the attack one small boiler was on line and half the crew was
ashore on leave and liberty. By 0858 two boilers were operational and the ship headed for the channel and open sea with
the crew under the direction of four ensigns, the senior one
being Ensign Stanley B. Caplan. Machine gunners from the
crew claimed to have shot down three enemy aircraft. Late on
December 8, Aylwin returned to Pearl Harbor following the
Enterprise task force.
R5R5R

This Japanese photo, captured later in the war, shows Battleship
Row under attack by Japanese aircraft. Torpedo tracks head for USS
West Virginia (BB-48) and USS Oklahoma (BB-37).
(National Archives photo)
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Bagley (DD-386)

The destroyer USS Bagley was at berth B-22, Navy Yard Pearl
Harbor undergoing minor repairs. Bagley received minor
damage from nearby explosions. Crew of Bagley fired .50-caliber guns at incoming Nakajima B5N “Kate” torpedo bombers during the First Wave and Aichi D3a “Val” dive-bombers
during the Second Wave. Bagley’s battle report claimed to
have shot down “five torpedo planes, one dive bomber and
high altitude bomber” and claimed to be the “first ship to open
fire on the enemy” firing at the third torpedo plane. At 0940
Bagley got underway and headed for the channel and the open
sea under the temporary command of Lieutenant Philip W.
Cann. The first in its class, it was commissioned in June 1937.

Barber’s Point

As a military facility (naval air station), Barber’s Point was not
established until April 1942 (construction had commenced in
November 1941). On December 8, there was an instance of
mistaken identity and 4 fishing sampans were strafed by several Army P-40s killing 6 fishermen and wounding 7. In 1933
15
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a lighthouse was constructed that served as a key navigational
aid and still stands.

Battleship Row

Battleship Row was the name for the group of mooring
quays on the east side of Ford Island where the battleships
tied up. At the time of the attack battleships present were
Nevada, Arizona (with repair ship Vestal moored alongside),
Tennessee, West Virginia, Maryland, Oklahoma, Neosho, (oiler)
and California. Nearby in dry dock No. 1 was Pennsylvania.
Battleship Row was the primary target of the attack. Japanese
operational planning priorities were to strike battleships and
aircraft carriers. Japanese intelligence permitted the Japanese
to know where individual battleships were likely to be
moored and listed them in order of priority from 1 to 8. The
Nakajima B5N2 “Kate” bombers were to attack the first four
battleships and then strike the carriers if they were in port.
If they were absent, the “Kates” were to attack battleships
5-8. The Aichi D3A/3A1 “Val” aircraft were to attack the
carriers and if absent, then the cruisers. Outboard ships were
attacked by torpedo planes and inboard ships were attacked
by horizontal bombers.

Bellows Field

Bellows Field was created in 1917 as Waimanalo Military
Reservation. Located in the southeast of Oahu, the airfield
had its name changed to Bellows Field in 1933 and became a permanent military post in July 1941. It was one of
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6 military airfields targeted (Hickam Field, Wheeler Field,
Ford Island, Kanoehe Naval Air Station, Ewa Marine Corps
Station, Bellows Field) but considered a secondary target by
the Japanese. It was the base of the 86th Observation Squadron
and 44th Pursuit Squadron On December 7, the airfield was
a small installation but strafed by both waves of aircraft (but
only 1 during the First Wave). Three P-40s tried to take off
but one had its pilot killed as he was climbing into his aircraft,
a second was shot down shortly after takeoff, and a third was
shot down and crashed into the sea. A B-17 that landed was
also strafed 15 minutes after arriving from California. From
Belllows, 5 people were killed and 9 injured or wounded and
4 of 21 aircraft were destroyed. A Japanese 2-man midget
submarine HA-19, commanded by Ensign Kazuo Sakamaki,
grounded on the coral reef off Bellows Field. Sakamaki who
swam ashore on December 8, was captured and became the
first Japanese prisoner of war but Chief Warrant Officer
Kiyoshi Inagaki, his crewmember, drowned.

Bennion, Mervyn S. (1887-1941)

Captain Mervyn S. Bennion was the Commanding Officer of
the battleship West Virginia (BB-48). He was struck by shrapnel while on the ship’s bridge. Messman Third Class Doris
“Dorie” Miller and other crewmembers tried to move him to a
first aid location but Captain Bennion refused to leave his post
and died while still commanding the crew. He posthumously
received the Medal of Honor.
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Blue (DD-387)

The destroyer USS Blue was at berth X-7 and was undamaged
in the attack. Blue was a Bagley-class destroyer commissioned
in August 1937. Blue got underway during the attack with only
four officers aboard (all Ensigns). The ship was sunk during
the Battle of Guadalcanal in August 1942, being scuttled after
taking a torpedo from the Japanese destroyer Kawakaze.

Bobolink (AM-20)

The USS Bobolink was a minesweeper moored in a nest at the
westerly end of the Coal Docks with Vireo and Turkey inboard,
and Rail outboard. It was undamaged in the attack. The ship
fired upon Japanese aircraft and Bobolink’s after action report
said that one Japanese aircraft was shot down as a result of
firing coming from the minesweepers but no further specific
ship confirmation could be given. Boblink was a Lapwing-class
minesweeper commissioned in February 1919.

Boeing B-17

The Boeing B-17 “Flying Fortress” was a four-engine heavy
bomber designed for the United States Army Air Corps in the
1930s. It had four 1,200 horsepower Wright R-1820-65 engines
and was armed with seven .30-caliber machine guns (the B-17C
had six .50-caliber machine guns and one .30-caliber, and the
B17E had eight .50-caliber and one .30-caliber gun). On 07
December there were 12 Flying Fortresses at Hickam Field and
group of 12 Flying Fortresses of the 38th (four B-17C) and 88th
(eight B-17E) Reconnaissance Squadrons, were approaching

• THE L AMPION GLOSSARY OF PE ARL H ARBOR • 19

Hawaii after a 14-hour flight from Hamilton Field, California.
They were en route to reinforce the Philippines and under the
command of Major Truman Landon. The attack was in progress
as the B-17s arrived and they were attacked by the Japanese and
also mistakenly fired upon by Americans. The planes had been
lightened for the long trip and were carrying no ammunition.
The arriving B-17s were able to land at Hickam and Bellows
Fields (and one on a golf course) but were heavily damaged
and one crewman was killed. The attack on the B-17s lasted
10 minutes. U.S. Army radar at Opana and Kaswa sites briefly
detected inbound aircraft at 0645 and 0702 and reported it but
the planes mistakenly were assumed to be the B-17s when in
fact, they were Japanese aircraft.

Boeing P-26

The Boeing P-26 “Peashooter” was designed in 1932 as the
Army Air Corps’ first all-metal fighter. It had an open cockpit
and fixed landing gear but was obsolete by 1941. There were
14 on Oahu and all were damaged in the attack.

Boggs (DD-136/DMS-3)

The USS Boggs was a Wickes-class destroyer commissioned in
1918 and reclassified in 1940 as a destroyer-minesweeper. At the
time of the attack Boggs was at sea but returned to Pearl Harbor
later in the day to sweep the approaches and anchorage for mines.

Bolo

See Douglas B-18.
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Breese (DM-18)

The high-speed minelayer (converted Destroyer) USS Breese
was moored in berth D-3, Middle Loch, in nest with other division minelayers. The order of the ships from starboard
was Ramsay, Breese, Montgomery, and Gamble. Breese was undamaged. Breese was a Wickes-class destroyer commissioned as
DD-122 in 1919 and reclassified as a light minelayer, DM-18,
in January 1931. On 07 December, Breese began firing machine guns at enemy aircraft 0757 and is credited with several
hits and also damaging one midget submarine.
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A U.S. Army 38th Reconnaissance Squadron Boeing B-17E
“Flying Fortress” (s/n 41-2408) that arrived over Oahu from
California (USA) in the middle of the Japanese air raid with two
Japanese Navy Aichi D3A1 Type 99 (“Val”) carrier bombers
flying nearby. When the photo was taken the plane was near
Ewa Mooring Mast Field.
(Photograph SC 127014 Army Signal Corps Collection,
National Archives)
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